" NOTES ON THE NOMENCLATURE OIF SCYMNUS OR
SOYMNORHINUS, A GENUS OF SHARKS.

By TiuronpoRE GILL. LL. D.

THE SHARK genus generally known under the name Scymnus can
not retain that name. To show why it can not and what should be its
substitute is the object of the present communication.

I

The name Seymuus was given to the genus ot shariks by Cuvier in
1817; the same name had been given by Kugelmaun in 1794 to a genns
of coceinelloid beetles, and is still in use, the insect genus 10w com-
prising very numerous speciex. Theretore, the nse of the appelation
in ichthyology is precluded. Several names are available as substitutes.

I

In 1810 Ratinesque gave the name Dalatias to a genus distinguished
from liis Squalus (Acanthias) by the alleged abseunce of spiracles.  Ouwr
kuowledge of the Mediterranean fauna and Rafinesque’s descriptions
otherwise enable us to identify the two species which he refers to
Dalatics and to assiume that the spiracles must have been present in
both of them, The D. sparophagus was a Seymnus: the D.onoctwrnus
a typical Squalus.  Ddalatias of Rafinesque was, thevefore, u synonym
of Squalus of Rafinesque, and the resnlt of a blunder and failure of

observation.
IT1L.

In 1839 Swainson adopted the genus ¢ Dalatias, Raf.” but limited it
to D, wocturnus, incorporating with the generic diagnosis, characters
derived from the specific diagnosis given by Rafinesque (furnished with
anterior spines, ete.) of /). nocturnus.

V.

In 1816 Bonaparvte first substituted for the name SNeymnus the new
term Seymuorhinus, doubtless for the reasou that he had ascertained
that the coleopterous genus had received the former name betore the
selachian.
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V.

In 1350 Gray revived the name Dalatias for the Seymni, on the ground

of priority for the former and not beeause Seymuus was preoccupied.
WL,

I conclude that Dalatias was to all intents and puarposes a pure
synonyin of Sgualus, and the addition of a species of another genus
was surcly insuffieient to atfeet its character.  Seymaas wonld therefore
have been available as the first independent name of the shark genns,
so ealled, had it not been already used. Under the eircumstances, how-
ever, Dalatias might have been vevived with the modified sense attrib-
nted to it by Gray, if its revival had not been precluded by other con-
siderations. But the previous limitation of Dalatias by Swainson and
substitntion of a new name by Bonaparte barred snch revival. The
name given by Bonaparte must therefore be used for the Seymni of
Cavier.

VI,

The tollowing synonymy will give other data respecting the names
referred to:
Genus SCYMNORHINUS.

< Les Leiches (Seymnus), CCVIER, Regne Animal, T1, p. 130, 1817; 2d ed., I, p.
392, 1829 (not of Kugelmann, 1794).

< Neymnorhinus, BoNararTi, Cat. Met. Pesci Europei, p. 16, 1846.

< Dualatias, Gray, List Fishes Brit, Mus., I, p. 75, 1151,

We may congratulate onrselves that sneh o barbarous compound as
Dilatias (of muknown formation) need not be wsed.  Seymnorhinus has
the merit of being of classical origin and correct formation, althongh
meanineless! as a denominator of generic characteristics,

VIIL.

The change of the genevie name entails a corresponding change in
the name of the family of whieh the genus is the type. Thenomencla-
ture of that tamily is summarized in the following synonymy:

IFamily SOMNIOSID.E.

< Abtheilung der Haifiselie, Mi*LLER and HENLE, Archiv Naturgesch.. 3. Jahvg.,
I, p. 399, 1837,

< Fourth division of Sharks, Mi'Luer and Hexue, Mag. Nat. Hist., n.s., 11,
P. 88, 1858,

< Seymui, MULLER and HuNLE, Nyst. Beschreib. Plagiostomen, p.-91, 1841.

< Neymnide, ADAMs, Main. Nat. [ist., p. 89, 1854,

< Seymnide, R1CIARDSON, Encyel. Brit., 8th ed., XII, p. 325, 1856.

< Seymnoidei, BLEUKER, Enum. Sp. Piscium Archipel. Indico, p. xii, 185

'Seymuorhinus <owbuvoe, cub or whelp +povy, shark,  Why Seymnus was applica
to beetles is not evident; it may have been given in allusion to their small size.
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< Seymreoidw, GILL, Ann. N. Y. Lyceum Nut. Hist., VII, p. 405, 1862,

< WNeymni, A. DUuMERIL, Hist. Nat. Poiss., I, pp. 310, 450, 1865.

<Spinacide, GENTUER, Cat, Fish, Drit. Mus., VITL pp. 355, 417, 1870.

< Seymni, FITZINGER, Sitzungsber. K. Akad. der Wissensch. Wien, LXVIL, p. 56,
1873.

<Somniosidee, Jorpax, Man. Vert. An. N. U, 8. 5th ed., p. 15, 188%,

< Spinacide, WooDpwaRrD, Cat. Fossil Fishes Brit. Mus., I, p. 30, 1889,

= Dalatiide, GILL, Mem. Nat. Aead. Seci., VI, p. 129, 1292,

Subfaumily SCYDMNORFIININ K,

< Seymwivi, BONAPARTE, Mem. Soc. Hist. Nat. Nenchatel, I, 183%; Nuovi
Anuali delle Sei. Nat., I1. p. 199, 1838; 1V, p. 183, 1840.
< Dualatiana, Gray, List I'ish. Drit. Mus., pt. 1, p. 74, 1851.
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